Amendments to the Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A compound of formula I, or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt or 
ester thereof, 




wherein 

is -X-R 10 , -X-(R 10 ) 2 or-NRnR 12 
Wherein X is a linker comprising 1 atom or a chain comprising 2, 3 or 4 atoms selected from N, 
C, O or S, and wherein when said linker comprises 2 or more C atoms the linker may comprise 
1 or more C=C or CEC bonds; 

wherein any of said atoms has up to 2 optional substituents selected from hydrogen, oxo, cyano, 
halo, nitro or optionally substituted oxy, lower alkyl, lower alkyenyl, lower alkynyl, carbonyl, 
sulfur amino; 

R 10 is a substituent independently selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, cyano, halo, 
nitro or optionally substituted oxy, lower alkyl, lower alkyenyl, lower alkynyl, carbonyl, amino, 
cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, aryl, heteroaryl; 

Rn and R 12 each represent a lower alkyl group connected together such that Ri is an optionally 
substituted heterocycloalkyl or heteroaryl group; 

R 2 and R 7 represent one or more substituents attached to the phenyl ring selected from the 
group consisting of hydrogen, cyano, halo, nitro or optionally substituted oxy, lower alkyl, lower 
alkyenyl, lower alkynyl, carbonyl, amino, sulfur, cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, aryl, heteroaryl or a 
substituent forming a bicyclic ring system of which the phenyl ring to which it is attached forms 
part of the bicycle for example butadiene forming napthyl, or heterobutadiene forming quinoiinyl, 
quinoxalinyl or isoquinolinyl; 

R 3 and R4 are independently selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, cyano, halo, lower 
alkyl, lower alkyenyl, lower alkynyl, carbonyl, cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, aryl; 
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R 5 and Re are independently selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, cyano, lower alky!, 
lower alkyenyl, lower alkynyl, carbonyl, cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, aryl; 

The optional substituents on X are one or more independently selected from the group 
consisting of hydrogen, oxo, cyano, halo, nitro or optionally substituted oxy, lower alkyl, lower 
alkyenyl, lower alkynyl, amino, sulfur, sulfinyl, sulfonyl; 

Wherein the optionally substituted substituents are optionally substituted once or more by a 
substituent independently selected from the group consisting of 

hydrogen, oxo, cyano, halo, nitro, oxy, lower alkyl, lower alkyenyl, lower alkynyl, amino, sulfur, 
cycloalkyl, heterocyloalkyl, aryl; 

The optional substituents on Ri 0 are one or more substituents independently selected from the 
group consisting of hydrogen, oxo, cyano, halo, nitro or optionally substituted oxy, lower alkyl, 
lower alkyenyl, lower alkynyl, carbonyl, amino, Sulfur, .cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, aryl; 
Wherein the optionally substituted substituents are optionally substituted once or more by a 
substituent independently selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, oxo, cyano, halo, 
nitro or optionally substituted oxy, lower alkyl, lower alkyenyl, lower alkynyl, carbonyl, amino, 
Sulfur, cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, aryl; 

Whor ei n th e opt i ona ll y substituted subst i tuonts aro opt i ona l ly subst i tut e d once or mor e by a 
substitu e nt i ndependent l y se le ctod from tho group consist i ng of hydrog e n, oxo, cyano, ha l o, 
n i tro or opt i onal l y subst i tuted oxy, l owor a l ky l , lowor a l kyonyl, l ow e r a l kyny l , carbony l , am i no, 
Sulfur, cyc l oa l ky l , heterocyc l oalkyl, ary l ; 

Whoro i n tho opt i ona l ly substitut e d subst i tuonts ar e optional l y subst i tut e d onco or mor e by a 
subst i tuont ind e p e nd e nt l y se l e ct e d from th e group consi s t i ng of hydrog e n, oxo, cyano, ha l o, 
nitro or oxy, lowor alky l , low e r a l ky e ny l , l ower a l kynyl, carbony l , am i no, su l fur, cyc l oa l ky l , 
hotorooycloa l ky l , ary l ; 

The optional substituents on Rn and R i2 are one or more substituents independently selected 
from the group consisting of hydrogen, oxo, cyano, halo, nitro or optionally substituted oxy, 
lower alkyl, lower alkyenyl, lower alkynyl, carbonyl, amino, sulfur, cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, 
aryl; 

The optional substituents on R 2 and R 7 are one or more substituents independently selected 
from the group consisting of hydrogen, oxo, cyano, halo, nitro or optionally substituted oxy, 
lower alkyl, lower alkyenyl, lower alkynyl, carbonyl, amino, sulfur, cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, 
aryl; 
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Wherein the optionally substituted substituents are optionally substituted once or more by a 
substituent independently selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, oxo, cyano, halo, 
nitro or optionally substituted oxy, lower alkyl, lower alkyenyl, lower alkynyl, carbonyl, amino, 
sulfur, cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, aryl; 

Wh e r ei n th e opt i onal l y subst i tut e d substitu e nts ar e opt i ona l ly substituted onco or mor e by a 
substitu e nt i nd e p e nd e nt l y s e l e ct e d from the group conc i ct i ng of hydrog e n, oxo, cyano, ha l o, 
nitro or optiona ll y subst i tut e d oxy, l ow e r a l kyl, l ow e r a l ky e ny l , l ower a l kyny l , carbonyl, amino, 
su l fur, cycloa l kyl, h e t e rocycloa l ky l , ary l ; 

Whoro i n tho optional l y substitut e d substitu e nt s are optiona ll y oubGt i tutod onco or more by a 
subst i tuont i ndependently se l ected from tho group consisting of hydrogen, oxo, cyano, halo, 
nitro or opt i ona ll y subst i tut e d oxy, l ow e r a l ky l , l ow e r a l kyeny l , l ower alkyny l , carbony l , am i no, 
su l fur, oyoloa l kyl, h e t e rocycloalkyl, ary l ; 

Wh e r ei n th e optiona l ly subst i tutod subst i tuents ar e opt i onal l y substitut e d onco or mor e by a 
substituont i ndepend e nt l y se le ct e d from th e group cons i st i ng of hydrog e n, oxo, cyano, halo, 
nitro or oxy, l ow e r a l ky l , l ow e r a l ky e ny l , l ow e r a l kyny l , carbonyl, am i no, su l fur, cyc l oa l ky l , 
h e t e rocyc l oa l ky l , ary l ; 

The optional substituents on R 3 and R4 are one or more substituents independently selected 
from the group consisting of hydrogen, oxo, cyano, halo, nitro or optionally substituted oxy, 
lower alkyl, lower alkyenyl, lower alkynyl, carbonyl, amino, sulfur, cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, 
aryl; 

Wherein the optionally substituted substituents are optionally substituted once or more by a 
substituent independently selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, oxo, cyano, halo, 
nitro or optionally substituted oxy, lower alkyl, lower alkyenyl, lower alkynyl, carbonyl, amino, 
sulfur, cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, aryl; 

Wh e r e in th e optional l y substituted substituonts are opt i onal l y substitutod onco or moro by a 
subst i tuont i ndopendontly so l ect e d from th e group consisting of hydrogen, oxo, cyano, ha l o, 
nitro, oxy, l ow e r alkyl, l ow e r a l ky e ny l , l ow e r a l kynyl, carbonyl, am i no, sulfur, cyc l oa l ky l , 
h e t e rocycloa l ky l , ary l ; 

The optional substituents on R 5 and R 6 are one or more substituents independently selected 
from the group consisting of hydrogen, oxo, cyano, hydroxyl, optionally substituted oxy, lower 
alkyl, lower alkyenyl, lower alkynyl, carbonyl, cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, aryl, imino, oxime; 
Wherein the optionally substituted substituents are optionally substituted once or more by a 
substituent independently selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, oxo, hydroxyl, cyano, 
halo, nitro or optionally substituted oxy, lower alkyl, lower alkyenyl, lower alkynyl, carbonyl, 
amino, sulfur, cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, aryl; 
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Wh e r ei n th e opt i onal l y subst i tut e d 6ubst i tuonto aro optiona l ly subst i tut e d onoe or more by a 
substituent i nd e p e nd e nt l y s ele ct e d from the group consist i ng of hydrog e n, oxo, oyano, halo, 
n i tro or opt i ona ll y substitut e d oxy, low e r a l kyl, l ow e r a l ky e nyl, low e r a l kyny l , carbony l , am i no, 
su l fur, cycloalkyl, h e t e rocycloalkyl, aryl; 

Wh e r ei n th e optiona ll y subst i tut e d substitu e nts ar e optional l y subst i tut e d onco or moro by a 
substituent i ndep e nd e ntly sele ct e d from th e group consisting of hydrog e n, oxo, cyano, halo, 
n i tro or optiona ll y substitut e d oxy, l ow e r a l kyl, l ow e r a l kyeny l , l ow e r a l kyny l , carbony l , amino, 
sulfur, cyc l oa l ky l , heterocyc l oa l ky l , ary l ; 

Where i n the opt i ona ll y subst i tuted cubct i tuonts aro optiona ll y substitut e d onco or moro by a 
subst i tu e nt indep e nd e nt l y s e l e ct e d from th e group cons i st i ng of hydrogon, oxo, cyano, halo, 
nitro or oxy, low e r a l kyl, lower alky e ny l , l ower a l kyny l , carbony l , amino, sulfur, cyc l oalkyl, 
hotorocyc l oalky l , ary l ; 

2. (currently amended) a compound of formula II, or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt or 
ester thereof, 




II 



Wherein 

R'i is -X'-R' 10 

Wherein X' is a linker independently selected from optionally substituted -N-C-N-, -N-C-, -N-S-, - 
N-S-N-, -C-N-, -S-N-, -CEC-, -C=C-, -N-C-S-, -C-, -S-N-S^R' 10 

Wherein R 2 - Ri 0 are as herein before defined. 

R' 10 is one or more substituents independently selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, 
halo, or optionally substituted carbonyl, amino, heterocycloalkyl and aryl. 

when R'i is -N-C-N-R' 10 the C atom is substituted by oxo, =N-CEN or =C-N0 2 . 
when R\ is -N-C-N-R' 10 . R'io is Hydrogen. 

when R'i is -N-C-N-R' 10 , R'10 is optionally substituted by hydrogen. 
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when R\ is -N-C-R' 10 or -C-N-R' 10 the C atom is substituted by oxo. 

when R\ is -N-C-R' 10 or -C-N-R' 10 , R'io is optionally substituted methyl, piperidinyl, 

imidazolidinyl, pyrrolidinyl, morpholino. 

when R\ is -N-C-R' 10 or -C-N-R' 10 , R'io is substituted by hydrogen, methyl, benzyl, acetyl, oxo, 
dimethylamino, isopropyl, hydroxy, formic acid ethyl ester. 

when R\ is -N-S-R' 10 or RVS-N-S-R' 10 f the S atom or atoms are substituted twice by oxo. 
when R\ is -N-S-R' 10 or RVS-N-S-R' 10 , R'io is optionally substituted methyl, 
when R\ is -N-S-R' 10 or R'to-S-N-S-R' 10> R'10 is optionally substituted by hydrogen. 

when R\ is -N-S-N-R' 10 the S atom is substituted twice by oxo and the N atom is independently 
optionally substituted by methyl. 

when R'i is -N-S-N-R' 10 . R'io is hydrogen or optionally substituted methyl, imidazolyl, thiazolyl. 
when R'i is -N-S-N-R' 10 , R' 10 is optionally substituted by hydrogen, methyl, acetamidyl. 

when R'i is -CEC-R' 10 , R'io is optionally substituted methyl, isopropyl or piperindinyl 
when R\ is -CEC-R' 10 , R'io is optionally substituted by hydrogen or amine 

when R\ is -C=C-R' 10 . R'io is optionally substituted piperidinyl 

when R'i is -C=C-R' 10 , R'10 is optionally substituted by hydroxy, methyl. 



when R\ is -N-C-S-R'i 0 the C atom is substituted by =N-CEN or 
when R'i -N-C-S-R' 10 , R'io is optionally substituted methyl 
when R\ is -N-C-S-R' 10 , R'io is optionally substituted by hydrogen. 

when R'i is -C-R' 10 the C atom is optionally substituted by oxo, 

when R\ -C-R'i 0 , R\ 0 is 3-oxa-1-aza-spiro[4.4]nonan-2-one, hydroxy, optionally substituted 
pyrrolidinyl, morpholino, piperazinyl, formic acid methyl ester, [1,2,4]triazol, imidazolidinyl, 
tetrazolyl, -N(CH 3 )-OCH 3 or methoxy. 

when R\ is -C-R' 10 , R'10 is optionally substituted by hydrogen, oxo, methyl, acetyl, isopropyl, 
methoxy, hydroxy, formic acid methyl ester, dimethylamino or ethanone. 




The optional substituents on R' 10 are one or more substituents independently selected from the 
group consisting of hydrogen, or optionally substituted oxy, lower alkyl, carbonyl, amino; 



Wherein the optionally substituted substituents are optionally substituted once or more by a 
substituent independently selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, epoptionally 
substituted ox v. or optionally substituted lower alkvU 

Whoroin tho opt i ona l ly subot i tutod oubst i tuonto aro opt i ona ll y oubct i tutod onoo or mor e by a 
oubct i tuont i ndopondont l y coloctod from tho group conc i sting of hydrogon or opt i ona l ly 
sub s t i tut e d l owor a l ky l ; 

3. (original) A compound of formula lla, or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt or ester 
thereof, 




R6 

lla 



Wherein 

R"i is -NR"nR"i2 

Wherein -NR"nR"i 2 collectively represents imidazolidinyl-2,4-dione f optionally substituted once 
or twice by a lower alkyl group. 

4. (original) A compound of formula III, or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or ester 
thereof, 




Hi 

Wherein R'! is as herein before defined. 

R' 2 and R' 7 are hydrogen, cyano, halo, butadienyl, methoxy, ethoxy, 2-methoxyethoxy, 
morpholino, trifluoromethoxy, 2-methylpropoxy, 2-propoxy. 
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R' 5 and R' 6 are independently selected from the group consisting of hydrogen and lower alkyl, 
acetyl; 

5. (canceled) 

6. (currently amended) A method of inhibiting chemokine receptors or of reducing 
inflammation in a subject ( i . e ., a mammal, e specia l ly a human) in need of such treatment which 
method comprises administering to said subject an effective amount of a compound according 
to claim 1 , or a m e thod of tr e at i ng any of th e abov e m e nt i onod cond i tions, part i cu l ar l y a mothod 
of treating an i nflammatory or auto i mmun e d i seaso or cond i tion, e .g., mu l t i plo oc l orosis or 
rheumatoid arthrit i s, or a ll eviat i ng on e or mor e symptoms of any of th e abov e m e nt i on e d 
condit i on s ; 

a compound accord i ng to c l a i m 1 for us e as a pharmac e utica l , o.g. for use as an 

i mmunosuppr e ssant or ant i inflammatory ag e nt or for us e i n th e pr e vent i on, am eli orat i on or 
tr e atm e nt of any d i s e as e or cond i t i on as d e scrib e d abov e , e .g., an autoimmuno or i nflammatory 
d i s e as e or cond i t i on; 

A pharmac e ut i ca l compos i t i on compr i s i ng a compound accord i ng to cla i m 1 in 
assoc i at i on w i th a pharmaceutica l ^ acceptab l o dilu e nt or carri e r, e.g., for us e as an 
i mmunosuppr e ssant or ant i-i nflammatory ag e nt or for us e i n th e pr e v e nt i on, amo l iorat i on or 
tr e atm e nt of any d is ease or condit i on as d e scr i b e d above, o.g., an autoimmun e or i nflammatory 
d ise as e or cond i tion, or 

us e of a compound accord i ng to claim 1 in th e manufactur e of a medicam e nt for us e as 

an i mmunosuppressant or ant i i nflammatory ag e nt or for uso in tho pr e v e ntion, amo li orat i on or 
tr e atment of any d i s e as e or cond i t i on as d e scr i bed abov e , e .g., an autoimmun e of i nflammatory 
d ise a se or cond i t i on . 

7. (canceled) 

8. (canceled) 

9. (new) A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound according to claim 1 in 
association with a pharmaceutical^ acceptable diluent or carrier. 



